Ellensburg School District Education Foundation Board 
Meeting Minutes • Tuesday, November 2 , 2021• 5:15 PM 

Mike’s Room at Morgan Middle School and Zoom

Members attending:  Maureen Rust, Mary Gordon, Mike McCloskey, Dick Wedin, Michele Cawley, Lowell Murphree, Jinger Haberer  

1.  Welcome and Call to Order – Maureen CTO @ 5:18 PM

2. Approval of Minutes – M Dick; S Mike; Passed

3. Treasurer’s Report – Dick:  Report not received from accountant.  
Discussion: 	a.  Scholarships are continually being paid with a total of 	$29,475 paid out as of November 2, 2021.  
b.  4-year time limit for accessing Storms scholarship to be added to acceptance letter
c.  Treasurer’s Report from accountant to be emailed to all when received
d.  Treasurer’s Report to be approved at the following Bd. Meeting

4. Superintendent’s Report (delayed until the end of meeting to accommodate Jinger’s schedule but presented here because the agenda listed it in this order):  Jinger reported everything is great.  District preparing a 4-year $250,000 levy request.

a.  Michele – What are the plans for Transitional Kindergarten?  Jinger replied the district is applying for a grant to establish free, all day, Transitional Kindergarten for 4-year-old children to be housed at the Early Learning Center beginning in January.  District staff are preparing an elementary parent survey to assess the need for Transitional Kindergarten.    

b. Dick – A 2 vs 4-year levy would allow more flexibility to respond to future decisions by the state legislature. Jinger acknowledged his concern.

c. Dick – Traffic congestion around new elementary school.  City considering street changes in the neighborhood.  Is School District looking at Federal grant to defray cost?  Jinger:  District is willing to look at available grants but have not been contacted by city.  District is not planning further development of land in the area.
 
d. Mary – High School website is not carrying athletics information.  There is no calendar of athletic events.  Levy request would be aided by more information about athletics.  Jinger replied that she and Leslie Caul are posting athletic information on the District Face book page.  After discussion Mike determined Go Dogs Website is carrying athletic information.  There was general agreement links to information should be more accessible to all parents and community members. Jinger suggested contacting Cole Kanyer and Haley Naboychik with that feedback.       

5. Committee Reports / Activities
a.  Caring Cupboard – Mary:  Activity Picking up.  Giving Tree started (112 kids last year). Request for boots for Early Learning Center are on hold.  Mittens were distributed.
  
b. Website – Mary:  Worked with Mike to update.  Removed Learning Enhancement info.  Tile Wall info has been fixed.  Board members are asked to look at site monthly and make suggestions.

c. Youth Awards – Mike:  No Report

d. Scholarships – Mike:  Scholarship Fair to be online this year.
 
6.  Old Business
a. Board Membership – Mike:
  
1)Names were presented.  All seemed qualified and appropriate:  Erich Cross, April Cross, Rachel Case, Laura Stephenson, Pam Wilson, Jen Carkner, Ms. Weidenbach, Hilda Peña-Alfaro, David Fiske, Andreina Delgado. 

2) Nominators are asked to contact those whom they suggested.

3) Invitations to apply for Board membership being developed by Mike

4) Invitations to be sent out after January 1, 2022

5) Additional names can be sent to Mike via email

b. Fundraiser status – Mary: Presented an updated appeal letter to those present, will send to Michele and Lowell.  An enclosure will be included:  Brochure.  A sticker updating website in brochure will be affixed via a work party.  Dick will bring brochures to December meeting.  Several edits to the letter were suggested.  Thank you notes for donations are sent on Foundation letterhead and include IRS statement of gift.  

c. Learning Enhancement Awards – Michele:  5 applications were received.  These will be assigned to Board members for review and presentation to the December meeting.  Board members may contact applicants for clarification and suggestions.    

7. New Business
a.  Bookmobile – Maureen:  conversation ongoing with interested parties
i. MSP Bookmobile Line Item to be added to 2022 budget - $500. 
ii. 12/9 discussion to continue re: expansion of program
iii. Learning Enhancement Application for 2021 will be considered.

b.  Maureen - A non-specific inquiry was received by Maureen from Amy Snow.  Maureen attempted to reach her, no response as yet.
 
c. Dick - A report was received regarding Ellensburg Police Department looking into Sr. Party funds distribution.  No further information available.

8. Adjourned @ 6:15 PM.



Respectfully submitted 
Lowell Murphree

Next meeting December 7, 2021 @ 5:15 PM

Note taker for next meeting is Mary

    



